RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
He was not a profound mathematician or an ardent reformer, but no one perhaps did more to increase the gaiety of the High Table. It is very difficult to describe how this was done. His talk was quite spontaneous, he rattled away and now and then burst out with something quite unexpected and often very funny. It emptied
From unsuspected ambuscade The very Urns of Mirth.
A very characteristic example was once when Mr Oscar Browning was complaining that he did not know what to do with his books, they were growing so fast; Prior suggested to him that he should try reading them. Mr Thornely, in his delightful Cambridge Memories, ascribes this to Dr. Thompson, Master of Trinity, but I have heard the story told from time to time in Trinity for forty years and it has always been assigned to Prior. The style, too, is Prior's and not the Master's.
(He had a very quick wit, which sometimes extricated him from difficulties which he had got into in his lectures J on mathematics. '$On one occasion, when lecturing on statics, he attacked a problem on finding what the tension in a string would be under certain conditions. He began it some time before the end of the hour, but had not finished it by then. He put the blackboard carefully away, brought it out at the beginning of the next lecture and went on with the problem. After some little time he said to the class, " At last we have got to the equation which will give us T, the tension in the string ". When he had worked at it a little longer, the equation he had found turned out to be
r=r.
This would have disconcerted many lecturers, but Prior 288